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November/ Dece?fnber 2013

First United Presbyterian Church--35 Park Place— Silver Creek, New York 14136

Calendar

11.30
Church Decorating

12.1
Caroling in the Park

124
Taizé Service

12.11
Deacons/Property Meeting

12.15
Advent Concert

Annual Tea

12.18
Session Meeting

12.21
Family Breakfast

12.22
Communion

12.24
Christmas Eve Service

12.25 & 12.26
Church Office Closed

Merry Christmas!
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716-934-2018

From the Pastors Desk...

Therefore the Lord himself will give you this sign:
the virgin shall be with child, and bear a son, and
shall name him Immanuel'(Isaiah 7:14).

The evangelist announced the good news that this
prophecy has been fulfilled by the coming of the
Eternal Son of God into our world (Matthew 1:22-23).
Whatever God has promised to humanity, He is able to
provide to us. Our Lord Jesus Christ shares in our
human life so that we can have a share in divine life.
This was the intent of our God when He created us in
the divine image. However, by the free choice of
human beings to lose faith in God, sin and death
entered our world. The good news is that God
promises that these destructive powers will not have
the last word in our lives. God speaks the Word of
salvation, providing a saving remedy through the gift
of His Son. In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was
in the beginning with God. And the World became
flesh and made his dwelling among us, and we
saw his glory, the glory as of the Father's only
Son, full of grace and truth. (John 1:1-2.14)

Continued on page 2...
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From the Pastor’s Desk Cont. n

Whatever God has promised to
humanity, He is able to provide for us. This is
the message of the Advent season. During th€
celebration ofithe Holy Communion, we will
hear the prophetic message to the People of the
First Covenant to prepare for the coming of the
messiah. The figure of John the Baptist will
call us once again to allow the promises of God
in Christ Jesus to be fulfilled within us by
*ﬁleans of repentance.

These biblical witnesses remind us to

clear away any obstacles that prevent the love
of God from ruling|over our thinking,
speaking, and acting.
ihange of mind. It leads to making a degisive
‘turning away fr(;)(m sin becau8e we are living in
the loving presence of God. Sin cannot

pentance involyes a

perform ‘what it promises when we were
enticed to embrace its ways. What seemed to
be delightful was found out to be destructive.
The true source of contentment for our lives is
to be conformed to the commandments of God.
This is how we express our love and trust in
God. Our forbearers encouraged each other to
mature in Christian discipleship by singing, "I
woke up this morning with my mind stayed on
Jesus!"
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Advent reminds us to keep our minds fixed
on Jesus. This will enable the promises of God to
"be fulfilled within us. There is a two-fold character
to this season. First, it commemorates the advengy -
of the messiah even as we prepare for the
celebration of Christmas. Second, it reminds us
that we are in the advent of the second and final
c¢oming of our Lord Jesus Christ in glory. Time as
we know it will come to an end, the kingdom of
God will be definitively establish&d, and the
general judgment will be revealed. Our forbearers
gave each other a warning and a message of hope
as they sang, "In that great gettin' up morning, fare
ye well, fare ye well." \

Without the influence of the One who is the

source of love and teaches us the meaning of giving
and receiving love, ur relationships with each other
will b characterize%y exploitation. Without the
inﬂuiie of the One who is source of all that is true
and good, our moral principles will be subject to the
circumstances, affected by, the shifting opinions of
society as to what it means to experience well-being

d quality of life. Without the inffuence of the One
who is mercy, we allow ourselves to be torn apart by
the inability to forgive ourselves and others for
wrongdoing. Imprisoned by our past, we are not free to
face the future with confidence. Without the influence
of the One who is our reason for having life, we will
lose a sense of purpose for living.

Pastor I bhomas

UNITED AGELESS - (thanks to Nancy F.
for coming up with the name) The first
adult social group met at Nancy and Merv's
house on October 22. We had a great
turnout - 24 of us enjoyed a night of food
and fun. Those who were not able to go
through the open house on Oct. 5 were
given the grand tour and then we played
Catch Phrase. The next gathering will be
on Nov 22 at 7:00 and Nancy has
graciously  volunteered ~her  house
again. Hope to see you there. - Bring a
snack or dessert to pass and come join the




ASAPROSAR

Luke 2: 9-11

And an angel of the Lord appeared to
them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were filled with
fear. And the angel said to them, Be not
afraid; for behold, I bring you good news
of a great joy which will come to all the
people; for to you is born this day in the
city of David a Savior, who is Christ the
Lord.

Warm clothing and toy drive

This year girl scout troop 20069 is collecting

warm clothing to distribute to families in

need. If you have something you would like

to donate, please bring it to.the church office.

They are asking for New, or Gently used

items such as coats, boots,.and’ ‘hoodies. Also

if you would like to bring in Your donation for

the Hat and Mitten tree,fnow would be a good

time. These 1tems will be éhstrlbuted on Dec

14th. Lo

Each.year the Klwams gwes:but lﬁoys to ap-

proxnmately 200 families in need i din s
. 1 like to do-
D toy, please bring

your donation ,tp-’tfhe church: W Dec y
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December 2013

First United Presbyterian Church

2

Tuesday

3

Wednesday

-

Thursday

5

6

Saturday

9:15 AM Choir 7:00 PM Bell 10:00AM 9:00 AM TOPS 9:00AMWICS 10:00AM
Practice Choir Practice Clothing Sorting 1-00 PM 700 PM Taize' Clothing Center
10:30 AM (S) 6:00 PM Girl Deborah Circle Service (C) 8:30 PMAAMtg.

Worship Scouts (9)]

Caroling in the

Park 4pm/ hot

cocoa

First Sunday of
Advent

9:15 AM Choir 7:00 PM Bell 10:00 AM 9:00 AM TOPS 10:00AM
Practice Choir Practice Clothing Sorting 6:30 PM Deacons Clothing Center
10:30 AM (S) 6:00 PM Girl Meeting R) 8:30 PMAAMg.

Worship Seouts 7:00 PM Property ()

6:30 PM United . Ctte. Mtg. (R)

Angels Youth Fman R'lghts

Group Day
GiScouts 6:30
(D)

9:15 AM Choir 7:00 PM Bell 10:00 AM 9:00 AM TOPS 10:00AM Family
Practice Choir Practice Clothing Sorting 7:00 PM Clothing Center Breakfast
10:30 AM (S) 6:00 PM Girl Session 8:30 PMAAMg.
Worship Scouts Meeting (R) D)

Advent Concert
4:00 pm/
Annual Tea

9:15 AM Choir 7:00 PM Bell 10:00AM 9:00 AM TOPS Offi I d 10:00AM
Practice Choir Practice Clothing Sorting AN Clothing Center
10:30 AM (S) 6:00 PM Gil ’ 830 PMAA M.
Worship Scouts Christmas D) -

6:30 PM United :

Angels Youth Chrlstma.s eve

Group service
29 30 31 Nov 2013 Jan 2014

9:15 AM Choir 7:00 PM Bell 10:00 AM S M T W T F S S M T W-T F 8
Practice Choir Practice Clothing Sorting 1 2 13 g
10:30 AM S) 6:00 PM Gir 145 6985 s 698 0 10m
Worship ooy 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 12 13 14 15 16 17 18

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 26 27 28 29 30 31




January 2014

First United Presbyterian Church

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Saturday

Dec 2013 Feb 2014 1 2 3 4
S MTWTTF § S MTWTTFE § 9:00 AM TOPS : : 10:00AM
s = _ TalzevSerwce at Clothing Center
P2 3 4.5 67 1 1:00 PM 7:00pm
8 9 1011 12 13 14 2.3 4 56 7 3 Deborah Circle 8:30 PMAAMtg.

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 3-00 PM D)

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 16 17 18 19 20 21 22

29 30 31 23 24 25 26 27 28

9:30 AM Choir 7:00 PM Bell 10:00 AM 9:00 AM TOPS 10:00AM
Practice Choir Practice Clothing Sorting 630 PM Clothing Center
10:30 AM (S) 6:00 PM Girl Deacons 8:30 PMAAMtg.
Worship Epiphany Scouts Meeting (R) D)

7:00 PM
Property Ctte.
Mg. (R)

9:30 AM Choir 7:00 PM Bell 10:00 AM 9:00 AM TOPS 10:00AM Family
Practice Choir Practice Clothing Sorting Clothing Center Breakfast
10:30 AM (S) 6:00 PM Girl 8:30 PMAAMg.
Worship Scouts D)

6:30 PM United

Angels Youth

Group

Baptism of the

Lord
9:30 AM Choir 7:00 PM Bell 10:00 AM 9:00 AM TOPS 10:00AM
Practice Choir Practice Clothing Sorting : Clothing Center
7:00 PM
10:30 AM (S) 6:00 PM Girl Session 8:30 PMAANMtg.
Worship Scouts Meeting (R) (D)
9:30 Alt Choir 7:00 PM Bell 10:00 AM 9:00 AM TOPS 10:00AM
Aradice Choir Practice Clothing Sorting Clothing Center
10:30 AM Worship (S) 6-00 PM Girl 830 PMAAMg.
6:30 PM United Scouts (D)
Angels Youth Group
ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING




Advent Concert

On December 15 at 4 PM, First United
will be featuring our Third Annual Advent
Concert. :

Among those performmg will be our own
Chancel Choir, Handbell Choir, organist
Callen Lange, The Brass Schleptet, a Tu-
ba Quartet, French horn duet, pianist and
several solo singers. There is something
for everyone. Please join us and help cele-
brate the Advent season with music.

This year the free will offering collected
will go to support the SlIveI; Creek Volun-
teer Firemen. . -

The concert will be followed by BPeborah
Circle’s Annual Chrlstinas Tea.

Put it on your calendar'“ '




Grape Popping, Pie Making
with the Deborah Circle

What’s ifa pie? What’s in a grape pie? For over
45 years the Deborah Circle of First United has
presented thousands of grape pies for Silver
Creek’s Grape Festival. Described in Buffalo
papers and pursued by gourmands in their annual
pilgrimage, the pies are a yearlong labor of love.
The proceeds enabled the Deborah Circle to
designate $1500 dollars for the Capital
Campaign of First United this month.

Planning for the grape pies begins a full year
before the pies are baked! The perfect time to
pick the grapes is a source of speculation by the
experienced growers of the congregation: First
United’s members know their grapes.

On the day of the sweetest and ripest harvest,
before dawn Dean Martin picked and then

delivered 7 crates of Concords tc itchen

door of the church. The
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more’ «seeurely than a Christmas present with
"heavy paper and tape on the floor and counters.

Fran Smith brought her bowls and sure eye—the
pie recipe is a family recipe adapted for the
church. Under Joanne Martin’s supervision
Grape poppers old and newlbravely took their
places along the long counters, and experienced
hands guided the processes of cleaning, popping,
simmering, sieviilg, grinding, adding spices and
flayerings. Measuring carefully, each pie filling
was! frozen, to be guarded and hovered over till
the time when the pies would be made and
baked, about 11 months later. Deborah Circle
volunteers and other great First United pie

#-makers will take the fillings*and make 5 to 50

pies each! Each pie maker has a different crust
recipe and each pie is decorated differently, but
we can guarantee that each one is delicious!

Deborah Circle has been meeting at First United
for a long time. Sometimes we meet at church,
sometimes in members’ homes. Every woman
of the church is invited, and in fact attending is a
great way to make friends for women new to the
church. Meetings have devotions, a brief
business meeting, and then a program, which is
sometimes a Bible study, and sometimes a
project such as favors for our friends at St
Columbans. We end with dessert and coffee. So
come join us for meeting, or for next year’s
grape pie extravaganza, baking or popping!




Poinsettia Gifts

Would you like to give a poinsettia during the Christmas season in memory or in honor of a loved one? Please fill
out the form below and place it in the offering plate or contact the church office at 934-2018

Flowers given U In honor of: O In memory of:

Given by:

Address:

Amount $ (Please make checks out to First United Presbyterian Church)

Gift must be put in the Sunday morning offering plate by December 8™ Poinsettias will be delivered on Sat. Dec. 14™.

Happy Birthday
to you! Happy Anniversary!
12/06 Scott & Jill Earsing
13;23 5@3:f(}%f§nhoﬁ 12/12 John & Nancy Krestic
12/16 Michael Brennan 12/23 Brad & Harriet Herbert
12/16 Noelle Harford 12/29 Dave & Laura Harford
12/19 Heather Reed 01/13 Paul & Melissa Hogg

12/22 Wesley Heist
12/22 Matt Wright

12/27 John Fitzgibbon If your birthday or anniversary is missing

12/28 Frank Pratz, Jr. or incorrect, please call or e-mail the
12/29 Mary Bonasera church office so we can correct our rec-
12/29 Jason Rhodes ords. We apologize for any errors. Happy
12/30 McKayla Polowy Birthday and Happy Anniversary!

01/03 Amanda Mays
01/05 Pastor Thomas
01/08 Emily Harford
01/09 George Brunn
01/14 John Loveland
01/15 Matthew Newman
01/16 Keith Newman
01/17 Kim Adams
01/17 Ellie Brunn
01/18 David Harford
01/18 Joseph Heist
01/23 Evelyn Martin
01/26 Joyce Snyder
01/27 Bill Wright
01/27 Irene Klemens
01/28 Christie Jo Martin
01/29 Michael Henry
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